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the Authorized "Version of the Sacred Writings. He 
jBity, «Dd he will, if he can, cliallenge the fuct, and say 
the Word of God has not been treated with disrespect 
hy the traverser, and tliat is a complete and sound de- 
fence. He may, and he will, if he can, say that it was 
not wilfully and knowingly committed hy the traverser 
at the bar ; but. as I have said, I shall be astonished, 
inieed, if my learned friend says a single word of a dis- 
respectful kind of the Holy Scriptures. What, in fact, 
the defence will be, it is not for me to speculate upon. 
I hiiTS adopted the views of all Roman C;itholic writers 
in telling you what I have told you, that it is the duty 
of every Roman Catholic to reverence and respect the 
Sacred Writings ; and if he should ask you, without 
■ny evidence, to arrive at the conclusion that, because 
these doctrines have beeu laid down by the heads of our 
church, it is impossible that any man, any minister of 
the church, could show disrespect to this sacred Volume, 
— then, gentlemen, I will warn you against arriving, 
without sufficient grounds, at tluit conclusion ; because 
the history of the world tells us that there are men in- 
fluenced by fanatical zeal who can see nothing right 
save in that instrument which they have themselves 
used. If the facts I have stated are proved in evidence 
I would rather you would arrive at that conclusion, and 
consider that the traverser has been so influenced, ra- 
ther than that, without evidence, yoti should come to 
the determination that whilst the Sacred Volumes were 
burned, whilst they were knowingly burned, still there 
was no contemptuous or criminal intention. Now, gen- 
tiemen, do not understand me <is telling you that Ibelieve 
or that I think that all versions of the Sacred Scriptures 
are the same. I do not mean for a moment to ask you 
to come to that conclusion. There are differences be- 
tween different versions of the Scriptures. There are 
undoubtedly differences between the version of the Ca- 
tholic Church and the Authorized Version. These dif- 
ferences are such as will continue to the end of time- 
l>o I say that all versions of the Scriptures are alike ? 
B;' no means. Differences there will exist between 
every sect, and each will cling to the version in which 
he has been t.aught to search for anil find the truth. 
But Christianity is still the same Great is the differ- 
ence between the rising and setting sun, but the morn- 
ing and evening are but one day. Errors will creep 
into every translation, for they are the work of erring 
men, and no temple is pc-rfect but one, and that not 
made by human hands. Still, despite of differences and 
errors, the great original remains — that venerable re- 
cord of the economy of tl.e Supreme Being, the prophecy 
and the proof, the oracle and the miracle, the Royal 
Psalmist and the Divine Teaclier — above all, the belief, 
the cherished belief in the atoning blood of Hjm, of 
whom it is written in all versions of the Scriptures alike, 
that *' there is no other name under heaven given to men 
by whom we must be saved I" In that great name, in the 
name of our common Chriuianity, I ask you to approach 
this case. Act upon its precepts, and the law will be vindi- 
cated. This prosecution is not instituted for vindictive pur- 
?ose«, but for example. Whatever may be your verdict, 
earnestly trust that there will go forth from tliis court 
a lesson of mutual forbsarance : may Peace and her 
twin sister Charity preside over the land I 

MR. THOMAS O'HAOAN, Q.C. 

From the time of the invention of printing the press 
has teemed with copies of the Holy Scriptures ; ami cun 
any one doubt the position on which Island, when 1 tell 
you that between the period of the invention of printing 
and the publication of the Bible by Luther, there were 
200 editions of the Bibie published by the press of Europe ; 
and not only that, but before the completion of that 
Bible, fifty editions in the vernacular tongues of Europe 
— those of France, Belgium, Spain, and Englanil,-_is- 
sued from the press ? What is said by Maule in his re- 
markable work with respect to England. He says : — 
" The Holy Bible was long before Wickliff's day, by la- 
borious and well-learned men, translated into the English 
tongue, and by good and godly people held in reverence 
and diligently read '" And so, gentlemen, it has been 
down to the present moment. But before I go to this, 
need I ask for evidence to sustain my position beyond 
the very case now trying in this court? Here are the 
law officers of our Sovereign Lady the Queen coming to 
prosecute this humble min ster of God. How and why? 
Sot by reason of any statute, nor by reason of any law 
passed by any modern legisliture. This case is founded 
on the old common law of England; and if there be a 
conviction here, it will be on that common law. That 
law, established by wise judges, by pious kings, and 
sanctioned by holy bishops, proclaimed that Christianity 
belonging to the Constitution of the country, and that 
the Sa-iptures and ChrUtianitii were identified, and that as- 
sault upon the Scriptures was an assault upon the Con- 
stitution and the law. But, gentlemen, it might be 
urged upon you, the impression might be upon your 
minds that this old system was not in existence at the 
present time, and that, although in the beginning of 
Christianity and in the mediseval ^times, under the in- 
fluence of popes and bishops, the Scriptures were reve- 
renced and spread throughout the world for the en- 
hghtenment and the salvation of the human race, 
still tot 14 tbi» nnhappy Jand of Ireland there is a 



difference, It may be said (and my apprehension is that 
some of yott may be under the impression) that in 
Ireland there is a disposition on the part of the Roman 
Catholic Church to prevent the circulation of the Scrip- 
tures and the cause of the Word of God. I have inves- 
tigated that ; I have, with a view to this trial, made a 
few inquiries ; and I have to tell you this (and this fact 
ought to leave no doubt on the mind of any honest man 
whom I address), that in this city of Dublin there is a 
.single publisher who, within the last seven years, has 
issued three editions of the Catholic Bible from his shop and 
press, under the sanction of the Rev. Dr. Mac Hale, 
Archbishop of Tiiam, and the Most Rev. Dr. Murray, 
the late venerated prelate of the archdiocese ; and that 
publisher has told me, that of these three ^editions he 
sold 42,509 copies, and that if all the copies which have 
issued from other hands in Dublin were enumerated, 
they would amount to 100,000 copies. I know this, too, 
that friends of mine — dear and venerated friends — in the 
county and town where I was born, informed me that 
there had been a large issue of the Holy Scriptures in the 
Douay Translatiim. la Belfast alone copies of the Bible 
to the extent of 300,000 have been disposer! of, and at such 
prices as to bring them within the reach of the poorest 
person, varying from 6d. and 9d. vpwards, and that al- 
though the publishers of that town have not the assis- 
tance or facility which the publishers of the Authorized 
Version possess ; for whereas the latter have an allow- 
ance of twenty-five per cent on the paper on which it is 
printed, the former have not an allowance of one far- 
thing. I think on that point I have a right to make an im- 
pression upon such of you as have any doubt upon the mat- 
ter as to the circulation of the Scriptures, and as to the en- 
mity of the heads of the Catholic Church to that book. 
Anil nowl have to tell jou, and it is right you should fully 
understand, that the doctrine of that church, while it is 
consistent with t/ie full and free cirailation of the Word of 
God, proclaims this : that that chur<;h, holding of autho- 
rity — holding itself the teacher of the nations, does not ap- 
prove of the unadvised and undirected perusal of the Scrip- 
tures. But I have to tell you further, that that church 
does not approve in all its parts of the Authorized Ver- 
sion of the Scriptures. It believes in it there are errors 
and corruptions, and having these, and leaving them 
unexplained, might be the means, instead of guiding men 
to truth, of leading tliem into error. But while it docs 
that, it holds this as its true doctrine and real faith, that 
the Scriptures are a most precious possession, .and that 
rightly read, and under right direction, the Scriptures 
shouM becirculated afar, even to the bounds of the earth. 
The Attorney-General was right in saying that you 
would hear from me no word of condemnation of the 
Sacred Scriptures here. Understand me as saying no- 
thing whatever on that subject, but that if it be necessary 
to prove to you that Catholics have not the narrow views 
which some attribute to them, if it were necessary 1 
could demonstrate to you that Catholics regar<l with 
reverence the Word of God. I have to state to you the 
opiniim of one of the ablest and wisest men, and one of 
the most devoted Catholics that ever existed in this land. 
I refer to the Hight liev. Dr. Doyle. He was examined 
before a committee of the House of Lords in tlie year 182i, 
and he was asked — " Did he consider the Authorized 
Version of the Scriptures used in the Church of England 
as of a sufficien'ly perverse quality to warrant the des- 
cription that it is the Gospel of the Devil ?'' and his 
answer was — " I [have said before, God fnrbid that I 
should so consider it, for, though it has many errors, I 
consider it as one of the noblest works, and one of the ablest 
translations that ever has been produced. This I say, while 
I consider that it^'abounds in inaccuracies." lu the same 
year, before a commission of inquiry which sat in Dub- 
lin, the opinion of four Catholic Archbishops was re- 
quired. They were Drs. Curtis, Kelly, Suffern, and Mur- 
ray. Dr Curtis said : — " We agree that the Autliorized 
Version of the Established Church is a very noble and 
a very fine work. It uses fine language. It sm]>asses ours 
by far in point of language, for it is in the nature of a para- 
phrase ; but we canuot take it, and have not done so, 
but we have all of us in our controversial works praised the 
translation. It is a very fine one — very good language — 
and harmonized more than ours." Why do I state all 
this ? It is for the purpose of showing that there is not 
among the prelates of the Catholic Church the opinions 
attributed to them, and because 1 have a right to say 
that no such opinions are propounded by the heads of 
that church. And I have a right further to ask you not 
to assume that my reverend client acted in the spirit and 
with the purpose imputed in this indictment. Gentle- 
men the .Attorney-General spoke, and truly, of tlie fa- 
naticism which sometimes disfigures the Christianity we 
all profess. There is, unfortunately, no doubt of it. 
There is no doubt that men of all religions are some- 
times over zclous, and that their zeal may degenerate 
into fanaticism, though I shall demonstrate to you that 
that observation has no bearing on my client. 

I felt when I read those passages to you that the 
Church of Ireland was not obnoxious to the charge of 
zealotry , and I have others to read from some who rank 
even higher than the prelates whose words I gave you. 
Dr. Kelly the Metrof oiitan of the Boman Catholic Church 
in the west, was e-xamined at the committee before which 
Dr. Doyle was examined in 1825, and he wa« ssj^ed ;-> 



" Is it your experience of the Protestant Bible, or have 
you heard it in such a manner as to believe it, that there 
have been any number of cases of desecration of the 
Testament in the West, cither executed or enjoined by 
the clergy ?" He answers : — " The directions given 
to the clergy are, that if the versions of the Scrip- 
tures are not approved of by the Catholic Church, 
the faithful are to refuse to tnke them. If tliev tivke them, 
they are to be given up into the hands of the clergy, 
and I have not known of any instance of any clergyman 
destroying, by Are, or otherwise, any of these.'' Ho 
then, in answer to another question, says he knows no- 
thing of a destruction of Bibles in the river at Ballina- 
sloe, and says he would think it improper to sanciion 
such an act, and improper to destroy such a book. Dr. 
Doyle says he would think it improper to treat the 
Word of God in that way ; he might overlook the act 
in a person committing it from a mistaken view, bnt 
would think it very wrong. I have read this to dis- 
abuse your minds of the impression that my client, be- 
cause of his religion and profession, is to be assumed 
guilty of that which, in fact and truth, he never did. 
If I have taken with me such of you as had that impres- 
sion or prejudice on your minds, my work is done." 
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We take the present opportunity, wlien cIosin<; 
ouv fourth volume, to repeat the olFer which 
we made at the end of the year 1854, viz: — 
That with a view to facilitating; fair discussion, 
wc. will undertake to forward the Catholic 
Layman during the ensuing year, without charge, 
to any Roiuan Catholic clergyman who will be 
good enough to intimate either to the Editor or 
Publisher, 9, Upper Sackville-street, his desire to 
receive it, direct through the post AVe also, again, 
invite our lloman Catholic fcUow-countvymen, 
whether clergymen or laymen, to avail themselves 
of our pages to publish replies to our arguments, 
or otherwise defend the doctrines of their Church 
as they may think most likely to promote Chris- 
tian charity, and the cause of truth. Anything 
written in a spirit of candour and good feeling 
will be inserted freely, and with a sincere anxiety 
to give the most perfect fair play to our oppo- 
nents. 

We hope our regular subscribers will be goo<l 
enough to forward their subscriptions for the 
ensuing year (together with any arrears due) on 
or before the 1st of January next. AYe need 
scarcely remind thcin, though 3s. 6d. is a small 
sum, tiiat when a large nutnber of such sums is 
in arrear, it imposes a serious difliculty in the 
way of the conductors. 
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BIBLE BURNING. 

TO THE EDITOR OF THE CATHOLIC LATMAN. 

Dear Sir — I should be sorry to think that there are 
not many Roman Catholics who are offended and grieved 
at the profaneness of those persons, whoever they were, 
who were so destitute of nil feelings of reverence for the 
holy Scriptures as to burn them publicly at Kingstown on 
the 5th of November last — an outrage which has filled all 
right-minded persons with shame and in<lignation. Un- 
fortunately this is nothing new. It is quite certain, what- 
ever 1)6 the truth of the matter as to the Bedemptoiist 
father, that Roman Catholic priests have been known to 
burn Protest.ant Bibles, and encourage others to do so, and 
that such zealots as the late editor of the Tablet have 
made no secret of their approval of their impiety. For 
this reason I should wish to propose, for the consideration 
of your Boman Catholic readers, two or three questions, 
which, I hope, they will not think improper or undeserv- 
ing of an answer. 

1. Why is it that Roman Catholics bnrn the Protestant 
Bibles, while Protestants never think of burning Boman 
Catholic Bibles? 

The Boman Catholic version wns made and published 
with a controversial intention. It was not put forth in 
order to encourage or facilitate the reading of the word of 
God in the vulgar tongue ; but to guard people against the 
alleged corruptions in the Protestant Bible. This is dis- 
tinctly avoweti in the pieface of the Iihemish Testament, 
where the misdoings of the Protestant translators are de- 
clared to be so wicked and shameful, that the word of 
God has been, through their " sacrilegious treachery, made 
the devil's word." kVell, if the Protestant Bible is so 
utterly contrary to the Roman Catholic faith, we may fairly 
suppose that the Roman Catholic Bible is quite as contrary 
to the Protestant faith. It was got up expressly for the 
purpose of opposing the Protestant doctrines in the Pro ■ 
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testant Bible. It is not what it professes to be. The 
learned Romanists by whom it was prepared and pub- 
lished, and all their other learned divines who have been 
revising and correcting it from time to time during two 
centuries and a-half, have laboured to little purpose. It 
is an antidote against Protestantism, as far as tliey could 
make it serve such a purpose. Why, then, do not Protes- 
tants collect the Douay and Rhemish translations and bum 
them ? Some Protestants have not shown themselves very 
moderate or temperate in their mode of carrying on the 
controversy — I regret to be obliged to confess it ; and I 
trust the Catholic Layman is doing something effectual 
towards bringing all parties to treat such serious matters 
with more of the meekness of wisdom. But did ever 
any one hear of the wildest Protestant — gathering Roman 
Catholic Bibles together and making a bontire of them ? I 
confess, for my own part, with more than five and twenty 
years' experience of the controversj', 1 have never heard 
of a Protestant burning a single copy. Why is this? 

2. Every one has heard of Protestants taking trouble 
and going to expense in order to supply their Roman Ca- 
tholic fellow Christians gratuitously with copies of the 
version sanctioned by their priests. It is notorious that 
Protestants would iutinitely rather see them read the Ho- 
man Catholic Bible than none at all, well knowing, all the 
time, that this translation was made with an avowedly hos- 
tile intention towards the Protestant faith. 5Iy second 
question, therefore, is this — Why do Protestants encourage 
Roman Catholics to read the Roman Catholic Bible, and 
help to supply them with it? Is it that tliey know that 
even this hostile version is, on the whole, so favourable to 
the spread of what they believe to be the truth, and so 
likely to open men's eyes to what they believe to be the 
errors of Rome, that they are only too thankful to induce 
Roman Catholics to read it ? If this be not their reason I 
should like to know what is. If it be, I hope your Roman 
Catholic readers will consider the consequence. 

3. When St. Paul was in prison in Rome, he wrote to 
the Christians at Philippi an epistle, in the first chapter 
of which he mentions that some persons in Rome were 
preaching the Gospel, not from any proper motive, but 
from " envy and contention — not sincerely," he says, " sup- 
posing that they raise afflictions to my bonds." In 
what spirit did the great Apostle bear this trial? "Bat 
what," he says, "so that by all means, whether by occasion 
or by truth, Christ be preached : in this also I rejoice, yea, 
and will rejoice." I would appeal to all calm judging 
men, which party among us seems to bear most resem- 
blance to the spirit of the Apostle and his unselfish love 
for truth — '■ the Protestant, who rejoices to assist and en- 
courage his Roman Catholic brethren to read their own 
Bible,' or the Roman Catholics who denounce the Protes- 
tant Bible as "the devil's woni," and burn it? 

Those candid Roman Catholics who have taken the 
trouble to compare the two versions, know perfectly well 
that the differences between thein are too trifling and 
unimportant for the questions at issue between the 
Churches to be much affected by them, one way or other. 
But even if this were not so — even if the Roman Catholic 
version were much more serviceable to their side of the 
controversy than it really is — my questions could lose 
nothing of their importance. I shall be thankful if some 
readers of that communion will not think them unworthy 
of serious consideration. — Faithfully yours, 

X. A. 



PIOUS BIRDS. 



TO THE EDITOR OF THE CATHOLIC LAYMAN. 

Sir — As you do not seem to believe the story of the 
pious sparrow, who was always chaunting Ave Maria in 
the ears of Victor De Plancey,* I can scarcely hope that 
YOU will give full credit to what I am about to narrate ; 
but I can assure you I take it from no less an authority 
than Bonaventuret (a canonized saint of the Chnrch), in 
his life of St. Francis, and the AnnalesFratrumMinoram 
by Lucas Waddingus, published at Rome (^cum privilegio 
summi Pontificis) in 1731. St. Francis having been once 
in dispute with himself whether it were fitter for him to 
spend his time in praying or preaching, sent to St. Clara 
and St. Sylvester to consult them thereupon ; and they 
having both answered that he should preach, St. Francis 
immediately replied, "Let us go forth in the name of the 
Lord." And, accordingly, the next morning early, having 
taken two companions with him, hestarted off without delay, 
and ran so fast, and with such fervour to fulfil his divine 
calling, that he appeared endowed with new virtue from 
heaven, as if touched by the hand of God himself He 
soon approached Bevagna, and, seeing a place where mul- 
titudes of various kinds of birds were gathered together, 
he makes haste thither, jind snlutes the birds as if they were 
reasonable creatures. The birds being all big with expec- 
tation turned towards him, and those who were in the 
bushes bowed their heads, that they might listen to him, in 
a manner quite unusual ; he then approached them, and 
earnestly admonished them all that they should hear the 
Word of God, and said to them — " My brethren birds, ye 
ought to praise your Creator, who has given you feathers 
and wings, and good air, and provides for you without your 
care." At these excellent instructions, the birds, iu a 
wonderful maimer, began to stretch out their necks, spread 



* Set; Catholic Layman for Auffiut, 1856, p. H- 
t Opera, (.ugd. 106^ vol. 7, p. 293-1. 



! their wings, open their beaks, and look earnestly at him. 
i Then he, passing through the midft of them in an admirable 
fervour of spirit, even touched soqie of them with his tunic, 
I but none of them stirred, till, havuig made the sign of the 
I cross over them, and given them leave and his blessing, 
' they all flew away together. All these things his com- 
I panions, who were waiting fftf him on the road, were 
1 witnesses of.* 

! The same learned and pious writers go on to say that 
I St. Francis proceeded on his travels, and came to a place 
■ called Castrum Alvianun, in Umbria, near the river Tiber, 
where, having collected a number of people and com- 
manded silence, he was scarcely able to make himself 
heard, from the great noise made by the swallows who 
were building their nests in the place; whereupon, the 
man of God, in the hearing of all the people, thus addressed 
the troublesome birds, "_Sistcrs swallows, it is now time 
that I should speak, you have said enough already. Hear 
the word of God, and hold your peace till that be done." 
Whereupon, as if they were rational animals, they suddenly 
were silent, nor did one of them move from the place until 
the whole sermon was finished; whereupon, all who saw 
it were filled with astonishment (as welt they might) and 
glorified Grod. The fame of this miracle being spread 
around influenced many with reverence to the Saint, and 
true devotion of faith.f 

But wonders did not cease there ; for St. Bonaventure 
goes on to inform us that " a scholar of Paris having heard 
of the fame of the above-mentioned miracle, being much 
troubled with the continued chattering of a swallow while 
he was intent on study, said to his companions, ' This 
swallow is one of those who interrupted St. Francis when 
preaching, until he imposed silence on them ;' and turning 
to the swallow he addressed him iu faith thus, ^ In the 
name of God's servant, Francis, I command you, that 
when you are near me you always hold your peace.' The 
swallow, therefore, on hearing the name of Francis, as if 
tau!4ht by the discipline of the man of God, immediately 
became silent, and placed itself in his hands, as if iu safe 
custody. The stupified schohir immediately restored it to 
liberty, and heard its chattering no more."| 

Whether, Mr. Editor, you will believe these stories of 
docility and obedience on the part of bird.9, I cannot say ; 
but think their example would be very edifying, if one 
only had credulity enough to believe such saintly legends 
with an implicit faith. 

Yours, truly, 

A Constant Reader. 

[If we had not the high authority of St. Bonaventure 
that these things were real miracles and not myths, we 
should have been disposed to think they were a mere pious 
pleasantry, invented designedly to diffuse a spirit of atten- 
tion and oliedience among the people. We confess, how- 
ever, we feel much difficulty in treating as my/A.s- thint^s 
so solemnly related as actual facts, though men like Dr. 
Newman may con.sider such stories the kind of facts proper 
for ecclesiastical history, and say that it swallows did not 
obey St. Francis and the Parisian student, as narrated, they 
might and ought to have done so ; which is all the same 
thing. 

Our correspondent might have gone farther, and shown 
how St. Francis instructed a sheep to attend pr.ayers, and 
kneel and bleat before the altar of the Blessed Virgin ; and 
how he, at the market-place at Trevi, gently admonished an 
ass's foal who was running up and down and disturbing 
him while preaching there ; and how he, w'th a pleasing 
countenance, said to him, " Brother Ass, I desire thee to 

• C^e feel much obliged to oar correspondent for referrinij na to the 
above narrations, which we have tdlcen the trouble to veiify by re- 
ference to tlie Latin originals, in both Waddinitus and Saint Bonaven- 
ture. We thinlc it weil to add some of the most surprising passages 
iron? the original works. — Ed. C. L. 

No. 33. — Cum iuitur appropinquaret Bevanlo ad qnendam locum 
devenlt, in quo diversi gen.:ria avium maxima multitudo convenetat, 
quas cum Sanctus llti vidis-iet, alacriter cucurril ad locum, et eas 
velut ratlonis p!iitii;ipe9 salut^vit. Omnibus vero expectautlbus, et 
coiivertentibus se ad eiim, ita, ut quae in arbustia erant, inctinatis 
capitibus. cum appropinquaret ad eai, insolito modo in ipsum inteu- 
derent; usqne ad eas acci salt, etO'nnes,ut verbuni Deiaudirent. aolictte 
admonuit, dicens. Fratre-s mei volucres, mulinm debetis landare Cre<ito- 
retu qui piumis vos iuJuit, et peuuas tfibuitad vt>iandum; puutateia 
concessit ueris, et sine vijstra solicitudine vos Kabern.it- Cum antem els 
hfflcetsimilialoqucretnr, aviculaemodomirabiligtstlentes, caeperuntex- 
tenderccoUa, protendere alas, aperire rostra, ec in ilium atteuterespiceie. 
Ipse vero cum sfiritus fervoie niiraudo, per medium ipsarum transiens, 
tunica continicebat easdem; nee. tainom deloeo aliqua muta est, donee 
.sign » Crucis tacto, et ticentia data, cum benedictione viri Dei, omnes 
sinuil avolarunt. II«c omnia cimtuebantur socii expectantes in Via. 
— <>i>er- St.. Uonav., torn. 7, p. 293-4; LURduu, 16tiS, torn. 5, p. £19, 
Verietiia, 1754: Waddinaus Annales, Home, 17-51. p. 2y:>. 

t No 34. — Venit ad Castrum Alvianum, in modicocolie haud procul 
amne Tibet i in Umbria extructum, noo;louKe a Tudertiua civitate ibi 
cou^^reitato popiilo, et indicto Hilentio, propter hii'undincs nidiHeantes 
in ciidcm loco, magnisque Rarritibus pcrstrepentes, audiri vis poturat ; 
qn;is vif Dei, oiii ibus iiiiJietititiu\alIociitus est, dicens, "Soniresmeae, 
liir!iniii!ie>, jam tern pus e^t. ui loqtisr et ego; quia vos nsque mode 
satis di.\i,^t::i: au lite ven'Um Dei t-MU-iites siluuiiom, do .ec sermo l-ei 
compleitur. At illw tatnquatn intellectiia capaces, subito tacueruat; 
nee luf^runt motifi de loco, donee tuit otnais praelicatio consummata. 
Omncsigitur, qui viderunt,8tapoi'c repleti Klorificaveruot Deum, Istius 
miracuii fama circumquaque ditftisa, multoa ad SancU nverentiam, et 
tidei devutionein accendit. — Ibid. 

X In civitate namque Parisiani scholaris quidam indolisbonte, cum 
sociis aliis studio dlliRenter intentu", dumiraporcmia i;arrui'tatecujus- 
dain iufesteiitur hirundinls, dicere caepit ad sdcios; haic iiiruodo una de 
illis est, qua virum Oei iVanciseum predicantem abjurando, dunec 
silentium eis impoueiet, mo;e^tabant; et convertena ad hiruiiJinem 
flducialiter ait. In nomine Serri Dei Francisci ptBBCipio tibi, ut ad me 
veniena coutinuo conticescas. At ilia, Francisci audito nomine, quasi 
viri Diji disciplinis edocta, et statim conticuit, et ipsius maaibus 
tanquam tutse custodiro se commisit. Stupelacttis scholaris statim earn 
llbertati restitttit, et ejus garrltam ampliuanou aailiTit.— Ibid. 



Stand still, and not interrupt the word of God, which I am 
preaching to this thirsty people." Upon which the ass 
(moved, perhaps, by the humility of the good man in ac- 
knowledging his poor kindred) fell on his knees and heard 
the sermon out.* 

We shall not add a word of comment, but merely ask 
our intelligent Roman Catholic readers whether they 
believe these stories to be true f or whether they consider 
them silly falsehoods which must have been well known to 
be such by those who successfully foisted them for ages on 
the credulous and ignorant, and still continue to do so, 
wherever the light of a generally difli'iised knowledge and 
intellectual cultivation have not rendered such a deception 
impossible.] 

A FEW MORE WORDS ABOUT PURGATORY. 

TO THE EDITOR OF THE CATHOLIC LAYMAN. 

Mr. Editor — As Jerry and I were coming home from 
work the other night, I seen that he was very down in 
himself, and never a word out of him, nor a bit of a song, 
nor any divarsion in life, and says I to him, "What's come 
over you at all ; is it the rent that's troubling you ?" " No," 
says he, " the pig will pay the half-year that's due, and 
I'm clear up to last March." " Are any of the childer 
sick ?" says I. " No," says he ; " thanks be to God they're 
all hearty." " Well,' says I, " what is it ails you ? for I 
see plain that something is troubling you." " Well," says 
he, " I won't deny it to a friend like you ; I'm greatly 
troubled in mind since I got the Bible, for," says he, " I 
can't get that verse out of my head, " Wliat shall it prof t 
a man if he gdlH the whole world and suffer the loss of his 
so«J?"t "Well," says I, " if it's the Bihie is tioubUng 
you, can't you give it back to the Reader, and have dqne 
with it ?" " 'Twould be no use,'' says he, " for I could'nt 
get it out of my mind, and bosiiles," says he, " though 
it's troubling me, still I know thtit it's for my good 'tiS 
doing it, and," says he, "it reminds me of what happened 
the year of the great fever. I was standing at the d(K)r 
one day as Doctor Hennessy was passing, ' and,' says he, 
' Jerry, get that dung away from your door or you'll 
bring the fever into your house,' but I only laughed at 
him, so the ne.vt day he told me the same thing, but I 
kept never minding, but he [kept on warning me until I 
got fairly vexed about it, and at last I answered him 
quite short, and told him to mind his own business, so 
after that he said no more, but signs on, the fever came 
into the house, and stretched myself on the bed for three 
weeks, and carried off two of the childer, and then I saw, 
when 'twas too late, that though the Doctor vexed and 
troubled me, 'twas for my good ; and," says he, " Dan, 
I'm thinking it's just the same with the Bible ; it's vex- 
ing and troubling me, but I know that 'tis for my good, 
so I can't put it away from me." "And," says I, " what 
part of it is troubling you ?" " Well," s^ys he, " every 
part, for I can't open it but I And something to trouble 
me. I find in it that all the holy water iu Ireland can't 
blot out my sins, for there's nothing but the blood of 
Christ that can do it ; and it troubles me to find in it, 
that all the prayers I've been offering for years to the 
holy saints won't do me a bit of good, because there's 
but ' one mediator between God and men, the man 
Christ Jesus ;' J and it's troubling me to find in it that 
the Virgin, though a holy and blessed woman, can't put 
in a good word for me, for it speaks of no advocate but 
one, 'Jesus Christ the just."§ These are the things that's 
troubling me, fori see that the Bible is against us, but how 
cou'd I ever give up the relir/ion that I have been taught 
since I was the size of a sodofturft" "Take my advice," 
says I, " and put a'vay the book entirely." " I can't," 
says he, " for I know (hat it means well by me ; but I 
won't deny that it troubles me greatly, not being able to 
find a bit of our religion in it, high or low." " There it 
is," says I, " isn't that the very thing Father John told 
us ?" " Sure," says I, " how could an ignorant man like 
you find it?" " 'Tis'nt the ignorance," says he, "that 
keeps me from finding it, for," says he, " I can find the 
Protestant religion in it, and sure I wouldn't find that 
any more than the other if 'twas the ignorance that ailed 
me ; and," says he, " if our religion was in it, I'd be sure 
to find it." " But," says I, " have you searched well?" 
" I have," says he, " and since the argument the Reader 
had with Antly Kelly about Purgatory, I've been looking 
all through the Bible to find it, but the more I look for 
texts fur it, the more I find texts against it. But," says 
he, " I'm thinking that I can't find Purgatory in the 
Bible for the very reason that Billy Jones couldn't find 
about the war in the newspaper." " How was that ?" 
says I. " Why," says he, " I was going along the road 
with the master, and who did Ave meet but Billy, with a 
big newspaper in his hand. ' What are you reading V' 
says the master. ' Troth tlion, your honour, says Billy, 
' it's looking for the war 1 am.' ■ And haven't you 
found it ?' says the master. ' Never a word about it, says 
he. ' It ought to be there,' says the master, ' but have 
you read it all ?' ' Every word,' says Billy, ' for I'm this 
two hours at it.' So with that the master looks at it, 
and says he, ' no wonder for you not to find it.' ' Why 
so ?' says Billy. 'Because tisn't in it, says he,' ' for that's 

• Waddingus An. U13, n. 6, p. 163. 
t Mark viil, 36 
t I Tim. ii. 5. 
§ I John U. I. 



